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WHERE IT MATTERS

OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK

IsoCare Opens Free Rapid Test Site

As the Delta variant of COVID surged in the late summer of 2021,
access to rapid tests was a serious health equity issue. At-home
rapid tests were sometimes available in pharmacies for people
who could afford them, making it possible for those people to
socialize more safely.
However, low income people could not afford the money or time
to find the tests, although they needed them more urgently
because the incidence of COVID was consistently higher in those
communities.
To address this glaring need, IsoCare Network partnered with
CURA and West County Health Center to open the only free rapidtest site in Sonoma County. Designed with working people in
mind, it was open five days a week outside regular work hours.
IsoCare staff and volunteers worked alongside community health
workers from CURA to perform rapid tests and provide wraparound care including interpretation of results, mask and
sanitizer distribution and resource referrals.

BY THE NUMBERS

3150

225

RAPID TESTS DONE

PEOPLE ON BUSIEST DAY

17%

38%

OVERALL TEST POSITIVITY RATE

07/10

HIGHEST POSITIVITY RATE
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ACCESS

WHEN IT COUNTS

120,000
31 PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS & CHURCHES
RAPID TESTS TO LOW INCOME
FAMILIES BY CHRISTMAS

Holiday Home Test Give-Away

With Omicron looming and the winter holidays promising many
gatherings, IsoCare spearheaded the Rapid Test Equity Coalition (RTEC)
by partnering with the Healthcare Foundation, CURA, and West County
Health Centers to get home rapid tests directly to families with a focus
on the Latinx community.
In mid-December, RTEC obtained truckloads of rapid tests and worked
furiously to get them to families before the holidays and Omicron arrived.
We secured a warehouse to receive and distribute the tests, created
bilingual instruction packets for using the tests and understanding the
results, mobilized volunteers to package the tests for distribution,
created a website with FAQs, set up a hotline to answer questions, and
worked with the Redwood Empire Food Bank and 31 community-based
organizations across the County for distribution.
RTEC delivered 120,000 rapid tests to people who needed them, just as
Omicron hit.
Some people, like Mario Castillo, set up rapid test sites in their own
driveways or porches. Many learned they were positive, which was hard,
but everyone was grateful for the opportunity to keep their families safe.

Before the holiday surge, thanks to IsoCare we were able to
get a head start on distributing antigen tests and start very
important conversations with our community.Talking points
and guidance shared by you were essential.
—JUAN TORRES
07/10
LA LUZ CENTER, SONOMA
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34,000

KN95 & N95 MASKS
DISTRIBUTED

MASKS
FOR ALL

Because Omicron was so contagious and cloth masks didn’t
provide much protection, access to N95 and KN95 masks
emerged as another important equity issue.
Working with many of the same community-based organizations,
IsoCare facilitated the distribution of 34,000 KN95 & N95 masks
to low income, primarily Latinx, Sonoma County residents.

OUR
PARTNERS
Working alongside IsoCare, we were one of very few places
offering free rapid tests, especially as cases rose.
Many schools were asking for a negative test result if a child
was sick. It meant parents had to either find a test quickly, or
miss work themselves until the child’s results came back.
This issue hit families who could not afford to miss work
the hardest.
Being able to give out resources and speak to community
members that did test positive made all the difference. Letting
them know about the resources available to them through
CURA relieved some people of the financial stress they were
feeling about having positive results.
—GABY ESPINOSA & BERENICE MONROY
CURA PROJECT, RAPID TEST SITE MANAGERS

We could test all staff, volunteers, and visitors at the
warming shelter to ensure everyone was protected, warm
and comfortable while it was bitterly cold outside.
—ELECE HEMPEL
PETALUMA PEOPLE SERVICES CENTER
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THANK YOU

TO THE MANY VOLUNTEERS
WHO WORKED MANY HOURS
AND TOOK PERSONAL RISK TO
HELP OUR COMMUNITY!

During the difficult days of COVID,
when there was nowhere else to
go, families were able to receive
Covid tests and masks, especially
on weekends.

ISOCARE STAFF

—MAYRA ARREGUIN
LA FAMILIA SANA, NORTH COUNTY

Panna Lossy, MD, Medical Director
Margaret Howe, Program Director
Aurora Williams, Operations Coordinator

Believe it or not, it's very difficult for
some people to get masks. These
masks went to homeless populations,
people of color, single parents, and
many more.
—EVETTE MINOR
UNITED WOMEN’S GROUP/
GRUPO DE MUJERES UNIDAS

is a project of
Petaluma People Services Center
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CURA: Community Urgent Response & Aid
West County Health Center
Healthcare Foundation
Redwood Empire Food Bank
Food For All / Comida Para Todos
31 community organizations & churches
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